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the payback period of any increase in the cost of pro-
curement compares very favourably. For this reason, 
it is important that construction products are of good 
quality, are commercially viable, energy-efficient and 
compatible with the environment. Furthermore, they 
must be fit for use, economical in operation, easy to 
service and maintain and fully recyclable at the end 
of their service life.

“EcoDesign aims for sustainability at product level“ is 
a simple way of explaining the objective of this Spe-
cial Show, because buildings are constructed using 
construction products for which a procurement deci-
sion has to be made. Furthermore, the regulations to 
be expected in Europe will make it necessary to focus 
on the issue of Ecodesign. We demonstrate which 
technologies are already available for future windows 
and facades, and to what extent Ecodesign has already 
been incorporated. In addition, a significant impact on 
development will come from new materials and the in-
tegration of electromechanical components, for which 
the Ecodesign concept provides an ideal approach. 
Even though there are, at this stage, no detailed as-
sessment criteria for the comparison of products, we 
are pointing out options and opportunities. It is not too 
early now to focus on product benefit, product quality 
and installation, servicing and maintenance. This will 
help to expose the real value of supposed ‘bargains’, 
and the findings of the Ecodesign analysis can be used 
to favourably influence procurement decisions, which 
might otherwise be dominated by procurement price 
considerations only.

Those who are able to use the Ecodesign approach 
in their product and company development at this 
stage already are sure to remain successful as resour-
ces become scarcer, consumer expectations change 
and environmental regulations become stricter. This 
Special Show organised by the ift Rosenheim and 
Messe München is intended to provide a stimulus for 
Ecodesign.
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Ecodesign – for people + nature
More quality and fitness for use – to maintain an 
environment that is worth living in

Ecodesign is a com-
prehensive approach 
to the product design 
that aims to achieve 
high usability while 
reducing a product’s 
environmental im-
pact over its entire 
life cycle, i.e. from 
raw material extrac-
tion through to ma-
nufacture, the use 
stage and recycling.  

Put simply, EcoDesign is good for both people and 
the environment.

Decisions made during the design stage have an im-
portant impact on the environmental compatibility of 
the product. For this reason, the Ecodesign Directive 
demands an analysis and assessment of a product’s 
environmental impact over its entire life cycle, the-
reby implementing the EU’s requirements regarding 
International Product Policy (IPP) and the “New Ap-
proach” adopted in the Construction Products Direc-
tive. The detailed wording will be produced by the EU 
Commission in consultation with the member states; 
adoption can be via regulatory instruments or volun-
tary self-regulation.

The manufacturers of windows, doors and facades are 
privileged in that their products serve both people 
and the environment. Their products are not short-
lived consumer goods but products with an expected 
service live of 40 years and more. For this reason it 
is intended to carry out studies in order to establish 
detailed requirements; the ift is also involved in the-
se studies. The implementation can then be carried 
out using the CE marking procedure. As an industry 
we oppose the setting of minimum requirements for 
all of Europe but we support greater transparency of 
the performance of products, e.g. by introducing a 
system of energy performance rating. Because when 
using high-quality products it is possible to make sub-
stantial savings in terms of energy and costs over this 
length of service life, to minimise maintenance and 
servicing costs and to conserve important raw mate-
rials over this length of service life which means that 
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